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RRM Design — Joseph D. Grant County Park Master Plan Amendment
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration Introduction

appropriate to accommodate various permitted trail uses as well as a standard four-wheel drive off-
road utility vehicle or small tractor for patrol and maintenance. Existing ranch roads that are
recommended for decommissioning would be restored and reseeded with a native plant mix
appropriate to the area. Passive restoration through germination of existing seed bank and mulching
with native debris would also be implemented.

Both new trail construction and repurposing of existing trail would use a mechanical trail dozer and
manual tools for brush-clearing and finishing work. Trails would be constructed by County Parks trail
crews.

Sections of existing ranch roads are too steep to serve as multi-use trails; therefore, County Parks
would construct three segments of new multi-use trail and one bridge to improve the trail network
within the Amendment area. The new trails added to the Park network would be the Sulphur Springs
Ranch Trail and Isabel Ridge Trail. The Smith Creek Trail and Manzanita Trail are currently open for
public use but would be extended as part of the Amendment improvements. Each multi-use trail
would be five feet in tread width and comply with the County’s Uniform Interjurisdictional Trail
Design, Use, and Management Guidelines Manual. Trail design will also follow the California State
Parks Trails Handbook for construction guidelines, siting, and other principles of trail building.
Following is a description of locations and improvements for each trail.

Sulphur Springs Ranch Trail

The new Sulphur Springs Ranch Trail would connect the Smith Creek Trail to the Sulphur Springs
Ranch Backpack Camp. This new trail would be developed from a segment of repurposed ranch road
and two segments of newly constructed trail and would be approximately 0.5 mile in length.

Smith Creek Trail

The Smith Creek Trail is an existing Park trail that would be extended into the Amendment area to
connect to the Valley Oak Backpack Camp. This trail extension would be developed from a segment
of new trail that connects to a new bridge over Sulphur Creek and a segment of repurposed ranch
road. The trail extension alignment would follow Smith Creek on the northeast bank for a section
and then climb the slope, terminating at Valley Oak Backpack Camp. The segment of new trail and
the extension combined would be approximately 0.5 mile.

Isabel Ridge Trail

The new Isabel Ridge Trail begins at a junction with Smith Creek Trail and climbs Isabel Ridge,
offering visitors sweeping views of the Western Diablo Range. Isabel Ridge Trail would be developed
from a repurposed ranch road and would be nearly two miles in length.

Manzanita Trail

The Manzanita Trail is an existing Park trail that would be extended into the Amendment area to
connect to Smith Creek Trail. A segment of the Manzanita Trail would be decommissioned from
public use and converted to an access road. From the junction with the access road, the alignment of
Manzanita Trail would be extended in a southeasterly direction toward the Amendment area’s
southern boundary, at which point it would cross Smith Creek. The trail would cross the creek as a
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wet crossing, meaning there would not be a bridge. From Smith Creek, the trail would continue
northwesterly until it connected at a junction with Smith Creek Trail. The Manzanita Trail extension
would be over one mile in length of new trail construction.

In addition to these multi-use trail improvements, new trails would be constructed to provide
internal trail connection between campsites within each backpack camp. The total length of new
internal trail connections at the Sulphur Springs Ranch Backpack Camp would be approximately
3,200 feet, while approximately 200 feet would be added at the Valley Oak Backpack Camp. These
new internal trails would be five feet in tread width to comply with the County’s Uniform
Interjurisdictional Trail Design, Use, and Management Guidelines Manual and the California State
Parks Trails Handbook.

Table 1: Trail Improvement Mileage

Trail New Repurposed Total
Sulphur Springs Ranch 0.45 mile 0.14 mile 0.60 mile
Smith Creek extension 0.11 mile | 0.68 mile 0.80 mile
Isabel Ridge -- 1.95 miles | 1.95 miles
Manzanita extension 1.29 miles | -- 1.29 miles
Internal — Sulphur Springs Ranch Backpack Camp @ 0.61 mile | -- 0.53 mile
Internal — Valley Oak Backpack Camp 0.04 mile | -- 0.04 mile
Total ~2 miles ~3 miles ~5 miles

Source: Santa Clara County Parks. 2020. Draft Joseph D. Grant County Park Master Plan Amendment.

1.4.2 - Operational Characteristics

The Sulphur Springs Ranch and Valley Oak backpack camps would be open for reservations and use
year-round but may close occasionally pursuant to standard County Parks policy due to instances
such as inclement weather or other unsafe conditions. Campers would be required to reserve a
campsite in advance through County Parks’ reservation system. No potable water would be provided
in the backcountry or at the camps; food would be required to be stored in the provided storage
lockers at each campsite; hikers would be required to pack out trash waste items; campfires would
be prohibited. No trash receptacles or picnic tables would be provided at the backpack camps.

Upon arrival to the Park, campers should check-in with a ranger to register their vehicle to park at
the Stockman’s Group Picnic Area overnight and review Park, trail, and backcountry rules. Campers
arriving after the Park is closed will follow the existing Park protocols for after-hours arrival.
Operations and maintenance staff would access the Amendment area via existing Park trails and
improved ranch roads.

Park staff would utilize all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and utility task vehicles (UTVs) for maintenance,
patrol, and emergency access to trails and camps. Periodic or seasonal mowing of trails as well as

10 FirstCarbon Solutions
\\10.200.1.5\adec\Publications\Client (PN-JN)\3611\36110033\ISMND\36110033 Santa Clara County Parks Joseph Grant ISMND.docx
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Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration Introduction

mowing or weed whipping in the camps would be required to improve wayfinding and define
camping areas.

1.5 - Best Management Practices Incorporated into the Project

Best Management Practices (BMPs) are incorporated into the Master Plan Amendment design to
ensure that project-related effects are minimized or avoided. Successful implementation of BMPs
would ensure minimization of air quality, biological, noise, and cultural resource impacts. These
include County Parks’ BMPs for prevention of plant pathogen introductions on County Park Lands,
construction site BMPs during construction activities to reduce pollutants in storm water discharges,
County standards for noise reduction per the County Noise Ordinance Code Chapter 8, during
construction , Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) Basic Construction BMPs, and
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) BMPs.

1.6 - Construction Schedule

Implementation of proposed improvements is envisioned over a 10-year period between 2020 and
2029. Construction would take place in four phases as follows:

Phase One: Installation of the Sulphur Springs Ranch Backpack Camp (group site, individual sites,
and connector trails), backcountry toilet, access road with truck turnaround, and Sulphur Springs
Ranch Trail.

Phase Two: Installation of the access road from Sulphur Springs Ranch Trail to Sulphur Creek,
Sulphur Creek Bridge, Smith Creek Trail from current terminus to new bridge, Smith Creek Trail from
the bridge to Isabel Ridge Trail, and Isabel Ridge Trail.

Phase Three: Installation of the Manzanita Trail extension to the junction with Isabel Ridge Trail and
decommission of the southern Manzanita Trail segment and conversion to access road.

Phase Four: Installation of the Valley Oak Backpack Camp and the extension of Smith Creek Trail
from the junction of the Manzanita Trail to the Valley Oak Backpack Camp by repurposing the ranch
road.

Phases Two, Three, and Four cannot supersede Phase One as trail network construction would
extend with each phase and Phase One provides proper vehicular access to facilitate construction
and maintenance for the following phases. In the case that Phase Four must be built independently,
Phases Two and Three may be constructed concurrently following Phase One to alleviate total costs.

1.7 - Required Discretionary Approvals

The proposed project may require approvals, actions, and permits from various public agencies. In
accordance with CEQA, the information contained in this Initial Study will be utilized, as applicable,
by these agencies in conjunction with their respective roles for the project.

e County of Santa Clara, Department of Environmental Health

FirstCarbon Solutions 11
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RRM Design — Joseph D. Grant County Park Master Plan Amendment
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California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)

San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board
Bay Area Air Quality Management District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

U.S. Department of Fish and Wildlife

Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency

1.8 - Intended Uses of this Document

This Draft IS/MND has been prepared to determine the appropriate scope and level of detail
required in completing the environmental analysis for the Master Plan Amendment. This document
will also serve as a basis for soliciting comments and input from members of the public and public
agencies regarding the Master Plan Amendment. The Draft IS/MND will be circulated for a minimum
of 30 days, during which comments concerning the analysis contained in the Draft IS/MND should
be sent to:

Kimberly Brosseau

County of Santa Clara

Parks and Recreation Department

298 Garden Hill Drive

Phone: 408.355.2230

Email: Kimberly.brosseau@prk.sccgov.org

Submittal of written comments via e-mail is encouraged as it greatly facilitates the response process.

In response to the COVID-19 and Shelter-in-Place policy, hard copies are no longer available at the
typical locations such as the County of Santa Clara Parks and Recreation Department, located at 298
Garden Hill Drive in Los Gatos; and at Joseph D. Grant County Park during normal business hours.
Therefore, if requested, a hard copy will be mailed to you. Please allow time for printing and
delivery.

The Draft IS/MND is available for review at the County of Santa Clara Parks and Recreation
Department’s website at: www.parkhere.org/IDGrantMPAmendment
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